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labours. The country, under British protection, was in
1839 beginning to be reoccupied. Patches of ground
were reclaimed from the jungle, and since that time*,
cultivation has been greatly extended. We occasionally
met native boats, and were thus reminded we were not
the only human begins in that district. Nearly a week
elapsed before we emerged from the Sunderbuns.
Our passengers were a motley band. Between twenty
and thirty were Europeans, two or three were Eurasians,
and there was a company of Sepoys under a native officer
in charge of treasure. Most of the Sepoys were Hindus,
and as they cannot cook on the water, which is forbidden
by caste-law, they were obliged to subsist as they best
could on dry grain. The Muhammadans had no con-
venience for cooking on the flat, but they were allowed
partial use of the steamer. All were delighted when
they got into the open country, and could get on shore at
night to prepare their meals.
The steamer and flat were brought to anchor at all the
important towns on the river, for lading and unlading
goods and for landing passengers, of whom very few left
us, as most were bound for Benares and Allahabad;.
When evening came on we always anchored, wherever
we might be. We saw a little of Bhagulpore, Monghyr,
Dinapore, Patna, Ghazeepore, and some other places.
At Monghyr I spent a very pleasant evening with Mr.
Le~lie of the Baptist Mission, even then of considerable
standing, and years afterwards a highly esteemed veteran
in the missionary host.
Our progress was slow. In some places the stream
was too strong for our steamer tugging the flat, and in
other places the water was too shallow. Sometimes we
got for hours, in one case for a whole day, on sandbanks,